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2024 WILLAMETTE tastingpanel
VALLEY PINOT GRIS  72pts

Willamette Valley

At Iris Vineyards, we look to showcase the potential of Pinot Gris when planted
in the proper place and in the hands of our dedicated growers and cellar staff.

WINEMAKER NOTES

We picked our 2023 Pinot Gris mostly in the third and fourth weeks of
September, which is about average. The fruit was whole cluster pressed into
stainless steel tanks to settle for a day before racking to another stainless tank
for fermentation. Once fermentation was complete, we racked again and chilled
the wine for cold stability and to prevent malolactic fermentation. These
practices help to produce a wine which is vibrantly acidic and fruit forward.
Our estate vineyard, being a cool site tends to be more on the citrus aroma side
of Pinot gris while vineyards we source from provide the more typical pear and
apple aromas this varietal is known for.

VINTAGE DESCRIPTION
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The year started with a cooler than average winter and spring. The cool spring r 1 S

weather delayed budbreak by up to 3 weeks in some vineyards. However, the VINEY A R
vines quickly got up after a warmer and dryer than average May. Budbreak |
happened duting the first two weeks of May and the vines reached mid-bloom
sometime in the last two weeks of June for most vineyards. We accumulated VILLAMETTE VALLEY
more Growing Degree Day units (GDD) this May than we ever have, a PINOT GRIS
whopping 350 GDD’s compared to an average of 220. Exceptionally for the
Willamette Valley, we also saw 3 days over 90 degrees and less than half an

inch of rain. Cluster counts were good and the clusters themselves ended up
being about average in size. Following fruit set, summer weather was fairly
typical for the valley with a beautiful July and some minor heat spikes in
August. September and October weather was generally favorable, allowing
grapes to fully ripen without too much concern about rain.
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